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Introduction 

 

Siachen is situated to the north of Pakistan and extended to India and China. This part of 

a region where the three nations attempted to impose their military control. Siachen has no 

defined boundary, which is the major cause of this conflict between two born hostile states. 

Siachen is basically a military conflict between India and Pakistan. The (LOC) Line of Control 

of 1972 between Pakistan and India conflict demarcated on the south of Siachen, at grid point 

known as NJ9842 and it was called as a neutral zone but after 1984, both countries claimed their 

rights on Siachen. Even today Siachen boundary is undefined. Siachen is basically a military 

conflict between India and Pakistan. 
 

Cost of conflict 

 

Due to the extreme weather and natural hazards of mountain warfare there is no other 

way to provide basic needs to the soldiers on Siachen area. They provide basic needs to the 

troops by using high technologies like helicopters is used to provide necessary things to soldiers 

by both countries. For communication, they installed the world’s highest telephone booth on the 

Siachen glacier.
 
By fulfilling the needs of soldiers the Economical cost is touching the sky. The 

cost of being airborne per helicopter per hour is Rs55, 000. Snow taxis cost around Rs 400,000 

each. Each roti by the time it reaches our troops costs Rs100. The high altitude clothing easily 

costs Rs100, 000 per head. 
 

Asma Jahangir, Senior Lawyer, Supreme Court of Pakistan highlighted upon the 

esteemed amount of money Pakistan spends per year to keep their troops in Siachen which 

amounts to 300 million dollars.  

 

In response to a parliamentary question, the Indian defense ministry was quoted saying 

that India spend about Rs.3 to 5 crore a day to maintain this Siachen conflict brigade. It is just to 

ensure safety and to supply food to the soldiers at the glacier through helicopter. Just the 

necessary thing for a single soldier cost 1 lac per day. India spends about $200 - $300 million in 

a year to hold Siachen under its control. 

 

Not only economic cost that we paid many of our soldiers died on the world’s highest 

battlefield on the Siachen glacier. Rescue operations were also launched but due to cold 

inclement weather it failed. 

 

“In the frozen wastes of Siachen, General Frost Bite kills hundreds of jawans in the 

never-ending battle which both armies wage against Nature”, said Mani Shankar Aiyar, an 

Indian diplomat (Aiyar, 2011). 

 

Over 1300 soldiers have died on Siachen between 1984 and 1999 era. In 2010, an 

avalanche struck on Indian army post, killing one soldiers. A base camp was struck, that killed 

two Ladakh scouts. A single struck on Pakistani military camp in Bevan sector, killed 8 soldiers. 

In 2011, 24 Indian soldiers died on Siachen area from the climate and accidents. Two officers of 

Indian army burned to death when fire caught on their shelter. In 2012, 131 Pakistani soldiers, 12 

Indian soldiers and 11 civilian contractors were killed due to land slide and avalanche hit on the 

Siachen area. In 2013, 10 Indian soldiers died due to weather conditions. In 2015, owing to an 

avalanche the third captain of India died and others were rescued. In 2016, while performing the 

duty on 33 Indian soldiers was killed by an avalanche in Siachen area. 

 

In a nut shell, the estimated cost both countries paid is 8,000 soldiers were in this Siachen 

conflict during last 32 years. The major cause of their dying was extreme cold weather and lack 

of oxygen. On average one Pakistani soldier is killed every fourth day, while one Indian soldier 

is killed every other day. The cost to continue this Siachen war has been extremely high for both 

India and Pakistan. At an altitude of 6,000 meters around, Siachen glacier has been taking toll on 

both countries because of snatching thousands of lives. It was the greatest lost for Pakistan as 

well as India.  
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